LIFE IN THYATIRA

A STRATEGIC CITY OF TRADE, CRAFT, AND COMPROMISE
-
“And unto the angel of the church in Thyatira write; These things
saith the Son of God, who hath his eyes like unto a flame of fire,
and his feet are like fine brass." — Revelation 2:18

4415 Al ASIA
} & ¢ Thyatinn  pgoR

dagls ® Smyrna

= . * Eph:ms

A CITY OF CRAFTSMANSHIP AND TRADE

» Thyatira thrived through specialized craftsmanship,
expecially woal-dyeing processes.
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STRATEGIC LOCATION |
* Thyatira occapicd 2 valley connecting the Hermm and
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scurdwrasd thromgh this passags. wexrrior with 1 banle-axe, » Esrablished guilds incheded: bakers, dyers, tanners,
* An important mad ran theough this valley— the divect | |y vhe ciey’s prosscting { textile warkers, patters, wool merchants, slave traders,
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path the raihewy womld Later Sollow. identified with the san-god * Trade guilds achieved their most complete organization here—
v The cicy wad 5 stazice o the Imperial Poo Rosd knldeg and called Pythian Apolio— 1§ every artisan belonged to one.
sruajor centers froen Brundishem through Constaerinopl cxemplifying the blend of * Each guild operated as an incorporated entity, possessing
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religious concepts * The dyers' guild was particularly powerful.
"y common in Asia Minor. » Lydia, who sold purple dyes in Philippi, likely belonged
FOUNDATION AS A MILITARY GARRISON Coin of Thyatira — Tywrimnos to this erganizstion,
» Seheucus, founder of the Sebeucid dynasty, established 4
g AT R A GUILDS AND PAGAN RELIGION
against Lysimachus’s northern kingdom. * The guilds maintained close conesections
* Though poistioned weakly, the cty functioned as a with bocal pagan religion.
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within the synagogee’s circle, possibly in her
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npromise, In this environment,

1 fast His truth and not
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A CITY OF STRATEGY, SKILL, AND SPIRITUAL CHALLENGE

Thyatira’s story reminds us that faithfulness in a compromised culturre
requires courage, discernment, and devotion to Christ alone.
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